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LODGE GOODS. 


When in need of Lodge material or 
regalia of any kind, send your orders | 
to the American Federation of Human 
Rights, Box 22, Larkspur, Colorado. 


Whatever we may not have on hand,|§. Gédalge. 


we will order for you promptly: 


FORM OF BEQUEST. 


For the Benefit of the Co-Masonic | 3 
Home, Larkspur, Colo., I give, devise Pusage des Apprentis. 


and bequeath to the Council of Ad- 


ministration of the American Feder- 


ation of Human Rights, a corporation 
organized under the laws of the 
District of Columbia, (describe gift 
or devise or both as the case may be) 


to be used for the support and main- | 
tenance of the Home established in| 
Larkspur, Colo., in such manner as} 


may be determined by said ‘Council 
of Administration. 


WORSHIPFUL MASTER’S 
‘ASSISTANT. 


‘Have you a copy of this instructive 
little book? If not, order one at once. 


- Price $1.00. Send order and money 


to American Federation of Human 
Rights, box 22, Larkspur, Colorado. 


cares COPIES. 


7 


We have a good supply of Sack 
- numbers of the American Co-Mason 


‘and we will gladly mail a bundle to 


any one wishing to use them for prop- 


_aganda. 
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DO YOU READ FRENCH? 


Do not fail to order copies of “Te 
; Manuel Interprétatif du Symbolisme 
du ler Degré” and “le Manuel Inter- 
prétatif du 2e Degré” par la T. Il. 
Prix, $1.00 chaque. 


Le Livre de lApprenti | 
par Oswald Wirth 


Manuel d’instruction initiatique 4 
Prix $1 00. 


_- Le Livre du Compagnon 
par Oswald Wirth 
Manuel d’instruction initiatique a 
usage des Compagnons. Prix $1.60. 


Le Livre du Maitre - 
par Oswald Wirth. 


Manuel d’instruction initiatique a 
Vusage des Maitres. Prix $1.00. 





“Histoire de la Frane-Maconnerie 
Francaise”, par Albert Lantoine, an 
interesting book of over 500 pages. 
Price, postpaid, $1.75. 





BOOKS. 





We have for sale the following 


ey pamphlets: 


On Orientation, 10c. 

Greater and Lesser Lights, 16c. 

Pillars and Columns, 10c: 

We will be glad to order for you 
any book you may wish to purchase. 
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MASONIC STUDIES 


Address all Copy, Questions, and Correspondence 
7 for thisDepartment to 
ISABEL B. HOLBROOK, 65 Vernon St., Rockland, Mass. 





NOTES FROM A LODGE TALK 


The purpose of Masonry is not the 
study of its history or traditions. 
The true purpose is the perpetuation 
of certain truths of life. These truths 
have had a glorious survival, although 
Masonry has been persecuted. 

Masonry is not an organization. 
is primarily a_ spiritual 
and its doctrine a key to 
versal brotherhood of mankind. ‘The 
perpetuation of its inner traditions. 
its spirit, its mysticism or arcanum 
—so necessary to the survival of man 
—calls for consecrated souls. 

The Masonry of the present is the 
representative or custodian of the 
Ageless Wisdom. Its traditions are 
heavy laden with truths of life. Its 
primitive revelation comes to man- 
kind from  antiquity—from Egypt, 
Chaldea, China, and Babylonia. 

Results show evidence that the 
traditions have been confused. Ma- 
sonry does not descend to man; men 
must grow up to the understanding 
of it. Ignorance should be elevated, 
for the truths are at present in the 








'hands of those unable to understand 


the meaning of reverence. Masonry 
provides the school; the multitude 
must come to the Temple. not the 


Temple be taken down te the multi- 
tude. 

Masonry teaches the divine origin 
of man, the purpose of his life and 


It | his re-union with his Spiritual Source. 
fraternity, | 
the uni-| and operative, but operative 


speculative 
in a 
wider sense than is generally thought. 
Speculative Masonry considers re- 
membered rites, traditions, etc., and 
Operative Masonry is the process of 
regeneration, not the mere working 
with physical tools. The _ internal 
life of the individual is brought imto 
the picture. One can be a Mason in 
the world, have held all offices in 
Lodge, yet not be an accepted Mason 
on the Inner Plane. Latent powers 
must be unfolded before one can be 
a Master. 

A Blue Lodge is a pageant of the 
Fall and Regeneration of man; man 
himself is the pattern of the Lodge. 

In “The Book of the Word” by 
Pike the meaning of the word Hiram 


Freemasonry is both 
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is described. The three Kabalistic 
letters, H-R-M mean Fire, Air, and 
Water or Spirit, Soul, and Body. 
Hiram is similar in. meaning to 
Hermes, our Father Fire. A Mason 
is a child of Fire. The legend of 
Masonry is similar to the birth and 
death of the Christos; it is the same 
mystery. The marrow of the bone is 
the regenerative Fire moving in the 
spinal column. When the Fire is 
brought down, it brings destruction 
with it. This thought is symbolized 
by the legend of the “fall” of man. 

Solomon’s House is the body itself 
and the three ruffians are the body, 
the en:otions, and the concrete mind. 

“Adam” fell into an inferior state, 
yet he preserved a faint memory of 
what he previously learned of 
Heavenly Wisdom. 

Knowledge of the process of regen- 
eration by Fire is the secret and 
therefore the origin of Masonry. The 
ritual is a pageant of this regenera- 
tion; the holy sepulchre is the body of 
man himself. 

Plato, at the age of 49, was 
initiated into the Egyptian Mysteries. 
The true purpose of its secret work 
was the release of internal Light. 
From the beginning of the world 
until now, traditions show us how 
man can unveil this secret: the Deity 
in potentiality or the metamorphosis 
of man to God. 

The Egyptian legend of Osiris is 


the key-legend of Masonry. Osiris 
ruled a double-empire, North 
EKeypt and South Egypt. 


After conquering his own land and 
bringing peaceful conditions therein, 
he had set forth to redeem _ other 
lands. leaving his brother, Typhon, on 
the throne as Regent. 
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plotted and made a box in the form 
of a sepulchre. When Osiris re. 
turned, Typhon came forth to wel- 
eome his brother, but, before return- 
ing the crown. he had a game played. 
All were to lay in the box and see 
who would fit into it. Osiris laid 
down in the _ box. Immediately 
seventy-two conspirators sealed _ the 
box, carried it off and threw it into 
the Nile. 

Isis, mother, wife and_ sister of 
Osiris, set forth to search for him. 
If he could be released from _ the 
sepulchre he would come back to life 
again. She succeeded in regaining 
the body of her husband, but then 
Typhon stole the body, cut it up inte 
fourteen parts and seattered them all 
over the world. Isis, in widow’s 
weeds, searched the world and found 
thirteen of the parts. The lack of 
the fourteenth prevented Osiris from 
being resurrected. 

Osiris signifies the Secret Doctrine, 


and Isis is the Temple or Bride of 
the Light. Isis as the Temple or 
Body of the Elect goes forth to 


recover the lost part necessary for 
the resurrection of her Lord. ‘The 
astrologer, the philosopher, the 
mystic—all members of the Body of 
the Elect—are Isis, learning and 
working together to find the body of 
the Lord. 

We have form, customs, etc., but 
the fourteenth part in Masonry, the 
Word, is missing. 

Horus, the son of Osiris and Isis, 


dedicated himself to avenge the 
death of his father. He wore as a 
symbol the hawk. The Hawk of 


Victory means the potential redeemer. 
It is Horus who goes forth to re- 


Typhon) deem the Mystery. Horus signifies 
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Son of 
who 


the true Freemason, the 
Wisdom. He is the neophyte 
is to be reborn. 

All ‘those accepted into the inner 
Mysteries of Masonry are born the 
second time. The first birth is 
physical, the second philosophical or 
spiritual. Masonry is the Mother; 
the Lodge is the womb of the Second 
Birth where Horus or the Christos is 
born. The Mother is always giving 
birth. 

Every Mason is a Son-Hawk who 
through the ages has battled between 
light and darkness; construction and 
destruction; soul power and physical 
power; truth and falsehood. Lord 
Francis Bacon dreamed that the 
world would be ruled by the Wise 
Men—men whose power would _ be 
integrity of purpose instead of world- 
ly possession. The ideals of men are 
what we should seek to promulgate. 

What is our present duty? The 
Sons of Light are to re-establish the 
Mysteries. True Operative Masonry 
will be rediscovered. The Sons wiil 
piece together the Body of the Lord. 
As soon as the House is ready the 
Mysteries will be revealed. Together 
we shall help to rebuild the Temple. 
The world will be ruled again by the 
original Hierarchy. Masonry will 
bring about a regeneration of society. 
Every individual sitting in a Masonic 
Chair today is a reincarnated Mason. 
He is the hope. His work is with 
the unfinished task of the ancient 
Gods, who once sat in those Chairs. 
He is dedicated to rebuild a 
maegnificant tradition. 

Interior Light is necessary for the 
uplift of humanity. The Light is 
gone from religion, science, philoso- 
phy. Only those who can contribute 
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what the materialist scoffs at are the 
Sons of Light, for the materialist 
contributes only a personal note. 

Men everywhere are groping for 
Light; they ask for bread and a 
stone is given. Only a few are born 
again, as only a few sense the reali- 
zation of the real purpose of life. 

Traditions can never cease where 
Brothers work together for the re- 
generation of mankind. Masonic 
symbols of the past !ive on, but we 
have lost the Word; the purpose of 
the Mystery of existence will be 
found and the world governed by 
Masonic Principles. Reconstruction 
of Masonic Tradition will be the 
Birth of a New Era. 


FOR HIS FAITH 


So he died for his faith. That is fine, 

More than most of us do. 

But say, can you add to that line 

That he lived for it too? 

In his death he bore witness at last 

As a martyr to the truth. 

Did his life do the same in the past, 

From the days of his youth? 

It is easy to die. Men have died, for 
a wish or a whim— 

From bravado or passion or pride, 

Was it harder for him? 

But to live—every day to live out all 
the truth that he dreamt, 

While his friends met his 
with doubt, 

And the world with contempt. 

Was it thus that he plodded ahead, 
never turning aside? 

Then we will talk of the life that he 
lived— 

Never mind how he died. 

—Anonymous. 


conduct 


CONCERNING A BOOK 
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intelligent 
vitalizing 


its 
this 


on-going 
purpose. 


energy, 
With 


A Journey In Search of Ourselves, | thought it is worth while to see how 


by Florence C. Peck. 


This a fine piece of Masonic 


clearly, through it all, the writer has 
shown the development of such 
power and possibilities as would 


architecture planned and built by a|stimulate the most pessimistic to do 
charter member of Verulam Lodge, | his best.” 


No. 525. 


Well do we personally remember |four chapters of the book to 


Run over the titles of the twenty- 
sense 


working two degrees in one day, and|the breadth and sequence of it all: 


the third on _ the 
upon the small group who 
officer the new lodge and that Bro. 
Peck drew the “unique job” of 
Treasurer—unique for her since she 
had no knowledge of book-keeping. 
But she tackled her first lodge duty 
with Masonic courage, and, since 
then, we have followed her on, hold- 
ing almost every office in the lodge 
—and historian as well—steady as a 
rock through storm and stress. 

As a veteran in the ranks, she now 
steps aside for the younger members 
to have their experience, but 
bequeaths to all beginning to take 
life seriously this legacy of her 
experience: a rich treatise on Life it- 
self, panoplied with spiritual power. 

The publisher in his review of the 
work says: 

“To make this Life a Reality full 
of purpose, not a blind struggle wiih 
only belief and faint hope as sheet 
anchors, is the yearning desire of the 
thinking world. Earth life is not a 
particularly desirable thing for the 
individual without the impelling 
Force that has awakened conscious 
understanding of its intrinsic value. 
This is the clear objective of this in- 
valuable treatise. Such light is 
thrown upon all manifestations of 
Life that one is compelled to see its 
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day following, |Our Starting Point; A Survey of Life; 
would | Ourselves; Vital Force—Its Healing 


Power; Our Objective; Evolution; 
An Ideal to be Embodied; Humanity 
—Its Birthright; Growth in 
Consciousness; The Law of Growth; 
Regeneration; Suffering; Meditation; 
Psychic Power; The Astral World; 
Vision — Prophecy Inspiration; 
Light—A Factor in Human Life; 
The Fourth Dimension; Masonry— 
The Value of Ceremony and Ritual; 
Coming Changes; Reviewing our 
Journey; A Vision; Union—Not Ab- 
sorption; The Pathway of Initiation. 

Though written out of a personal 
life-experience, it is by no means a 
personal narrative. It is not an 
autobiography of the petty events of 
life; from the author’s point of view 
the soul is the man and from that 
point of view it is a real record of 
soul unfoldment, a record that might 
be unsparingly true of my soul or 
yours, as well as the author’s. 

We note the result of the study of 
Masonic principles and symbolism in 
every chapter. That on “Light” 
excellently so. From the chapter on 
“Masonry” we place before you the 
following paragraphs: + 

“Masonry is not merely a curious 
secret organization, it is a bringing 
together of those who can _ be 
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trained in fundamentals. We can see 
how through such an ancient organi- 
zation a spiritual centre may be 
formed, and through this centre 
human thought may be quickened. 
It is this quickening of the conscious- 
ness of Man that is the _ principal 
work of those who have our planet 
in their care. Of more value than 
all outer teaching is this quickening 
of the springs in human conscious- 
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come more and more apparent. Those 
who are awakened to the conscious- 
ness of the Real Self, and of the 
great Creative Power within’ each 
one, take joy in sending forth into 
manifestation that which is a part of 


It. Thus to give an idea of perfect 
work, even on the _ outer plane, 
Masonic Ritual demands _ absolute 


perfection of form..... 
“Tf we can understand the intricate, 


ness, that leads Man to turn toward |winding way of the approach to any 


his higher life. 
has been strongly irtrenched in 
human life as an institution, because 
it holds for its foundation stone the 
same great purpose that is the under- 
lying principle of education on 
earth, that foundation for solidarity, 
for human cooperation, for under- 
standing, for companionship and for 
the working together of a_ great 
brotherhood, a great race of 
beings... . 

“Those who are true Masons’ use 
their utmost endeavor to keep_ the 
forms of all ceremonials as perfect 
and exact as possible. There is an 
inner and an outer meaning to this. 
We will take both under considera- 
tion. Nothing is expressed in outer 
form until the thought-form has been 
created. Nothing is created in 
thought until the intensifying power 
of the Creative Force in the individ- 
ual Soul has been put forth into 
activity. In tracing the perfection 
of the outer form to its creative 
source, we realize that we are grow- 
ing when we can send aé_e creative 
thought into expression in form. 
This will be the mainspring of action 
for those who are looking beyond the 
form. As a Soul grows in activity, 
the reason for perfect form will be- 


This is why Masonry | 


great sanctuary, we shall understand 
better when we approach the Great 
Sanctuary, out in space. We can 
open our minds to the symbolism of 
it. We can feel the impelling com- 
mand to heed the value of under- 
standing, and of opening our 
consciousness to this idea of a great 
LINKED humanity without a break 
over this wide Universe..... 

“If the fundamental principles 
character are laid, understood, 
worked out, and we are 
leave our schooling here, we_ shall 
pass through the intermediate 
spheres and come to a great Temple, 
the Temple erected to the true Spirit, 
the Spirit of Universal Love. We 
shall meet our Brethren of the Way 
who know that even that state is but 
a step to the higher recognition of 
the same principle we are learning— 
the principle that Masonry is teach- 
ing—the simple, fundamental princi- 
ple of right living.” 

We would add to these quotations 
two sentences from a letter from Bro. 
Peck: “I have been taught much of 
Masonry from its inner side and I 
have learned where to place it in the 
great scheme of things. Its vows are 
far too lightly taken and as lightly 
broken.” 


of 
and 
ready to 
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Many students “beginning to take;of Braddock’s army; the old Christ 
life seriously” have felt the need and| Church where he worshipped; the 
asked for just the help which the|imspiring view of the Capitol of tne 
author of this book gives—both by|Nation he founded; the placid 
her words and, doubly so, by her| Potomac he delighted in; his early 
method of thought and her example.;home at Mount Vernon and all the 

The book is published by the Lucis|treasures of his energetic manhood 
Publishing Company, 11 West 42nd/)cluster around this classic Temple.” 
St., New York City. The price is The hill on which the _— structure 
$2.00. Order direct from the|stands is permanently terraced into 
publisher, or through ‘The American |seven distinct levels, and the impos- 
Co-Mason.” ing architecture reaches up from its 
summit 333 ft. into the air. In it- 
self it displays unusual features, 
being modelled after the ancient 
towers which were used as beacons 
to guide mariners into harbors, as 
exemplified in the beacon at Rhodes. 
The building is approached by a 
series of stone steps, and _ entered 
through a broad colonnaded portal. 
From the main ground floor, the 
storied tower rises, the tirst three 
stories colonnaded, each smaller than 
the one below, then three or four 
still more slender outjuttings, but 
when I saw it that part was hidden 
from view by scaifolding showing 
construction still going on. 

The Memorial will house the Lodge 
over which George Washington presi- 
ded as Worshipful Master. This is 
Washington-Alexandria Lodge, No. 
22, Alexandria, Va. For it was in 
1801 that a Masonic hali and ante- 
rooms were erected over the market 
building on Cameron St. and 
occupied by this Lodge from Sept. 
16, 1802, to May 19, 1871, nearly 
seventy years, when the entire build- 
ing was totally destroyed by fire. 
But most of the Lodge furniture, all 
the records, an original portrait of 
Washington, and the Master’s chair 
{used by him as R.W.M. in 1788) 


GEORGE WASHINGTON MASONIC 
NATIONAL MEMORIAL 


It is affirmed that, when completed, 
this will be the most magnificent 
fraternal monument ever erected. 
Having seen it quite recently we 
would testify to its promised grandeur 
and uniqueness. 

Its cornerstone was lowered into 
place at exactly high noon on _ the 
first of November, 1923, and in the 
presence of more than one hundred 
thousand Masons from all over the 
world. Yet it is still under construc- 
tion; it is said, however, that it will 
be done in time for the Washington 
Centennial in 1932. 

It stands on Shooters Hill in the 
western part of Alexandria. Va., on 
the highway between the city of 
Washington and Mount Vernon. Our 
own view of it was from the Atlantic 
Coast Railroad which passes directly 
by it. All the surrounding country 
is rich in historical association, 
eloquent of memories of Washington: 
“Arlington Ridge, the City of Alex- 
andria that he loved and served (and 
which he helped to plan); the very 
spot where he recruited his first 
military unit which was made a part 
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were saved. 

So in this present Memorial there 
will be preserved that chair, the 
apron he wore, the Masonic imple- 
ments he used, and a large collection 
of memorabilia which hold the 
interest not only of Freemasons but 


of people throughout the whole 
civilized world. 
The cost will be $4,000,000—and 


more. It is said that it will repre- 
sent a dollar bill from the pockets 
of the four million Masons 
United States. It is being built by 
the George Washington 
National Association. 


SOUL BUILDING 


Souls are built as the temples are; 
Sunken deep, unseen, unknown, . 
Lies the sure foundation stone. 
Then the courses framed to bear 
Lift the cloistered pillars fair. 
Last of all, the airy spire, 
Soaring heavenward higher 
higher. 


and 


Souls are built as temples are 

Based on truth’s eternal law: 

Sure and steadfast without flaw 

Through the sunshine, through the 

snows, 

Up and up the temple goes 

Every fair thing finds a place, 

Every hard thing lends a grace, 

Every hand can make or mar, 

For souls are built as temples are. 
—Susan Cooledge. 


oo - 
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CHISEL CHIPPINGS 
ON THE QUEST 
“And so the Quest goes on. And 


the Quest, as it may be, ends in at- 
tainment—we know not where and 
when: so long as we can conceive ot 
our separate existence, the quest 
goes on— an attainment continued 
henceforward. And ever shall the 
study of the ways which have been 
followed by those who have passed 
in front be a help on our own path. 

“It is well, it is of all things 


Masonic | beautiful and perfect, holy and high 


of all, to be conscious of the path 
which does in fine lead thither where 
we seek to go, namely, the goal which 
is in God. Taking nothing with us 
which does not belong to ourselves, 
leaving nothing behind us that is of 
our real selves, we shall find in the 
¢reat attainment that the companions 
of our toil are with us. And the 
place is the Valley of Peace.” 
—Arthur Edward Waite, 
in “The Secret Doctrine”. 


“So that, the Secret Doctrine, 
whether as taught by the ancient 
Mysteries or by modern Masonry. is 
less a doctrine than a discipline; a 
method of organized spiritual culture, 
and as such has a place and a 


ministry among men. Perhaps the 
greatest student in this field of 
esoteric teaching and method, 


certainly the greatest now. living, is 
Arthur Edward Waite, to whom it is 
a pleasure to pay tribute...... 

“He conceives of our mortal life 
as one eternal Quest of that living 
Truth, taking many phases’ and 
forms, vet ever at heart the same 
aspiration, to trace which he has 
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made it his labor and joy to essay. 
Through all his pages he is follow- 
ing out the tradition of this Quest, 
in its myriad aspects, especially 
since the Christian era, disfigured 
though it has been at times by 
superstition, and. distorted at others 
by bigotry, but still, in what guise 
soever, containing as its secret the 
meaning of the life of man from his 
birth to his reunion with God who is 
his Goal 

“Of the Quest in its distinctively 
Christian aspect, he has written in 
‘The Hidden Church of the Holy 
Graal; a work of rare beauty, of 
bewildering richness, written in a 
style which, partaking of the quality 
of the story told, is not at all after 
the manner of these days. But the 
Graal Legend is only one aspect of 
the old-world sacred Quest, uniting 
the symbols of chivalry with Christ- 


ian faith. Masonry is another; and 
no one may ever hope to write of 
“The Secret Tradition in Masonry” 


with more insight and charm, or a 
touch more sure and revealing, than 
this gracious student for whom Ma- 
sonry perpetuates the instituted 
Mysteries of antiquity, with much 
else derived from innumerable store- 
houses of treasure 

“Whether this age-old legend of 
the Quest be woven about the Cup of 
Christ, a Lost Word, or a design left 
unfinished by the death of a Master 
Builder, it has always these things 
in common: first, the memorials of a 
great “loss” which has _ befallen 
humanity by sin, making our race a 
pilgrim host ever in search; second, 
the intimation that what was lost 
still exists somewhere in time and 
the world, although deeply buried; 
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third, the faith that it iced. che taht that ik wil 
ultimately be found and the vanisned 
glory restored; fourth, the substitu- 
tion of something temporary and less 
than the best, albeit never in a way 
to adjourn the quest; fifth, and more 
rarely, the felt presence of that 
which was lost under veils close to 
the hands of all 

“What, then, is the Secret Doctrine, 
of which this seer-like scholar has 
written with so many improvizations 
of eloquence and emphasis, and of 
which each of us is in quest? What, 
indeed, but that which all the world 
is seeking—knowledge of Him whom 
to know aright is the fulfillment of 
every human need: the kinship of the 
soul with God; the life of purity, 
honor, and piety demanded by that 
high heredity; the unity and fellow- 
ship of the race in duty and destiny; 
and the faith that the soul is death- 
less as God its Father is deathless! 

“Now to, accept this faith as a 
mere philosophy is one thing. but to 
realize it as an experience of the 
innermost heart is another and a 
deeper thing. NO MAN KNOWS THE 
SECRET DOCTRINE UNTIL IT 
HAS BECOME THE SECRET  Oft' 
HIS SOUL, THE REIGNING 
REALITY OF HIS THOUGHT, THE 
INSPIRATION OF HIS ACTS, THE 
FORM AND COLOR AND GLORY 
OP HIS RIPE 4.05 

“Apart from its rites, there is no 
mystery in Masonry, save _ the 
mystery of all great and _ simple 
thing's.” 


—Joseph Fort Newton, 
in “The Builders”. 
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THE STRONG MAN LODGE 


About the year 1730, or thereabouts, 
the attention of Dr. Desaguliers, who 
it will be remembered was associated 
with Dr. Anderson in revising the 
Constitutions of Freemasonry, 
attracted by reports of the great 
strength and muscular power of a 
man named Thomas Topham, who 


Was | 


traces, the fellow planted his eet 
firmly against the wall, and told the 
spectators to flog the horse, which 
they did, without producing any 
effect; for the biped proved to be 
the more powerful animal of the two. 

He afterwards pulled against a pair 
of horses; and Dr. Desaguliers was 
firmly persuaded that if placed in a 
proper position, he would have sus- 
tained the efforts of four horses with- 


kept the Red Lion public-house, near- | out the least inconvenience. 


ly opposite the old Hospital of St. | 


Luke, and was called by way 


eminence, the Strong man. It ap- 
pears that he settled down in this 
locality, from its vicinity to the 
famous ring in Moorfields, where 


athletic exercises were performed— 
such as boxing, wrestling, sword-play 
and cudgeling, under the _ superin- 
tendence of Qld Vinegar, a_ well- 
known pugilist. As was his name so 
was his nature. A most truculent- 
looking fellow, with a flat nose, 
swelled cheeks, low forehead, broad 
across the back, shoulder-of-mutton 
fists, and the strength of a giant; and 
vet Topham found no difficulty in low- 
ering his pride; and ke overthrew 
him in the ring as if he had _ been 
made of cork, amidst the shouts and 
halloos of the fancy, and to _ the 
supreme delight of those whom the 
potency of Old Vinegar had hitherto 
forced to succumb. 

The first public feat ‘which Dr. 
Desaguliers saw Topham perform for 
the purpose of actually testing his 
‘trongth was this. A powerful cart- 
horse was harnessed and placed on 
one side of the low wall which then 
divided the upper from the lower 
Moorfields, and Topham on the other 
side. Taking hold of the end of the 


Poor Topham, with all his strength, 


of|was meek as a lamb, and a perfect 


slave at home, for his termagant 
help-mate led him a very unquiet life, 
and, in the end, ruined him and 
forced him from his home. It was 
at this time that Dr. Desaguliers be- 
came his friend and patron, for, as a 
Professor of Experimental Philoso- 
phy, he took great interest in his 
performances. He placed him in an- 
other public-house at the Hermituge, 
with the sign of the Ship; and, after 
making him a Mason, established a 
Lodge at his house as a means of 
increasing his business by the intro- 
duction of his friends. The Lodge 
was well conducted, with Bro. Des- 
aguliers at its head as the Master, 
and increased rapidly in numbers and 
respectability. Its cognizance was 
the redoubtable Thomas Topham 
matching his strength against that 
of a horse, with his feet propped by 
the fragment of a wall, and its name, 
The Strong Man Lodge. Topham, 
however, unfortunately took to drink- 
ing, and the business fell into other 
hands; but the Lodge prospered, and 
was considered a crack establishment 
when the poor fellow and his patron 
were no more. 
From “Sandusky Bulletin.” 
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The Divine Ladder 


Unto each mortal who comes to earth 

A ladder is given by God at birth 

And up this ladder every soul must go, 
Step by step from the Valley below, 

Step by step to the centre of space, 

On this ladder of lives to the Starting Place. 


In time departed, (which yet endures) 

I shape my ladder and you shape yours. 
Whatever they are they are what we made, 
A ladder of light or a ladder of shade; 

A ladder of love or a hateful thing; 

A ladder of strength or a wavering string; 

A ladder of gold or a ladder of straw— 
Each is a ladder of righteous Law. 

We flung them away at the call of death, 

We took them again with the next life breath, 
For a Keeper stands at the great birth gates; 
As each soul passes, the ladder waits. 


Tho mine be narrow and yours be broad, 
On my ladder alone I climb to God. 

On your ladder alone can your feet ascend, 
For none may borrow and none may lend. 
If toil and trouble and pain are found, 
Twisted and corded to form each round, 

If rusting iron or moulding wood 

Is the fragile frame, you must make it good. 
You must build it over and fashion it strong, 
Tho the task be hard as the life is long. 
For up this ladder the pathway leads 

To earthly pleasures and Spirit needs; 

And all that may come in another way 
Shall be but illusion and shall not stay. 


In useless effort waste no time; 
Rebuild your ladder, and CLIMB and CLIMB. 


—Author unknown. 
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GOOD NEWS 


The readers of the American Co- 
Mason who have missed the various 
translations from the French by Bro. 
Wignall will be happy to learn that 
our good brother who was seriously 
injured in an automobile accident 
last September, has been improving 
slowly and will again soon be able to 
write and to continue her translations 
from the French. 

We are also glad to state that Bro. 
Klots of New York who has. been 
seriously ill and was compelled to 
discontinue all her Co-Masonic activ- 
ities and prevented from finishing 
her interesting account of her visit 
to Colorful Colorado, last summer, is 
gaining strength and will, we hope, 
before long, be again able to resume 
her active work in our Order. 


The heart of the American Free- 
mason is sound, but their heads are 
also sound—asleep. — The Rocky 
Mountain Mason. 

Quite true, at least in so far as 
paying any attention to the danger 
from Remanism is concerned. They 
may awaken when too late. 


BANK FAILURES 


Many of our members and some of 
our Lodges have been hard hit lately 
by bank failures. 

A letter from Herrin, IIl., states: 
Conditions are getting worse. Work 
is very poor and the banks are clos- 
ing their doors. Men who have 
worked hard all their life to save a 
little money for their old days find 
themselves all at once without a 
penny.” 

From Centralia and Christopher, 
comes the same sad news as well as 
from Hollywood, Calif., where many 
of our members have lost their sav- 
ings due to bad investment of eight 
millions by the president of one of 
the banks there. 

With the millions of people suffer- 
ing from unemployment in addition 
to these bank failures, conditions are 
eertainly bad. 


MASONIC NEWS 


At its last annual communication, 
the Grand Lodge of California 
adopted new rules providing for dual 
membership. A Mason belonging to 
a Grand Lodge recognizing dual 
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membership may afiiliate with a/ing all its influence towards that end. 
Lodge in California without| 4. That this matter be referred to 
relinquishing his foreign membership. |the Committee on Masonic Research 
However, a California Mason may|/and Education for consideration and 
not join a second California Lodge.|report at the next Annual Communi- 
Recognition was granted to the| cation. 

following Grand Lodges: “Zur Ho 
Zonne” of Bayreuth; “Lessing of the CO-MASONIC NEWS 


Three Rings”; “National Grand ————_ 
Lodge” of Czecho-Slovakia; the Swiss San Diego, Calif. 
“Alpina”; the “National Grand I take great pleasure in advising 


Lodge” of Columbia at Barranquilla; | you and our members of a new step 
the “National Grand Lodge of|taken in regards to an _ article 
Columbia” at Cartagena; the “Grand| published years ago concerning Co- 
Lodge” of the Republic of Bagota.|™Masonry by the Rosicrucian Leader. 
The applications of the Grand Lodge| Among our Church notices of last 
Valley of Mexico and Pacifico Grand; week was one of the Rosicrucian 
Lodge of Mexico were deferred. Fellowship announcing a talk on 
Clu ae! ee es “Women in Masonry” by Mr. Wm. 
FREEMASONRY AND PEACE ‘'! Albert, leader of the Center. I went, 
pa Seseae Eee leeeeeit to hear something relating 
to ancient Masonry. I was much 
surprised, to hear him read, after a 
brief introduction, that article from 
Mr. Heindel’s book. He then said 
that he knew of but one Co-Masonic 
Order and that the article was in no 
way the truth about it. That he 
would like to know of any other so- 
called order and that if it could not 
be proved that there was another 
Order working under that name, that 
the information contained in Mr. 
Heindel’s book was incorrect and 
should be removed from the _ Rosi- 
crucian literature. 

Mr. Albert then proceeded to give 
dates and figures concerning the 
beginning and growth of our Order. 
He spoke so highly of the Order in 
so many ways that I was glad to be 
amember. He said that Mr. Heindel’s 
statements must be corrected because 
false statements in one matter, lead - 
to questions as to the truth of his 


The Grand Lodge of Manitoba has 
adopted the following resolutions:— 

1. That the Grand Lodge of Mani- 
toba, Ancient Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons, hereby records its condemna- 
tion of war. 

2. This Grand Lodge further 
records its conviction that the aboli- 
tion of war and the establishment of 
permanent peace would be greatly 
assisted and hastened by the adoption 
by the Order of Freemasorry through- 
out the world of a policy, first of 
condemnation of war; and, secondly, 
of emphasizing most strongly the 
desirability of promoting and 
strengthening feelings of brotherly 
love among: all nations. 

3. This Grand Lodge further 
records its conviction that, since the 
Masonic Order has the opportunity 
of assisting in the establishment of 
permanent peace, there is a respons- 
ibility cast upon the Order of exert- 
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other teachings. In due time, and form, we were 

Mr. Albert added that the Rosi-|ushered into the big hall oriented and 
erucian Order was in favor of Ma-!arranged in its building for Masonic 
sonry being given tc women but that | purposes. 
most members desired that women Bro. Roine declined the nomination 
hold Lodges by themselves, until such |for reelection as District Deputy and 
time as scandal was removed from|Bro. Helen Jasper Swain was elected 
mixed Lodges and women generally |to that office. 
admitted to Masculine Lodges. It| Telegrams passed between this 
seems to be their belief that the] Convention, held on the Pacific coast 
masculine Orders will more readily|and the Eastern Convention held at 
recognize the Lodges if worked by|]almost the same hcur in New York, 
women alone. on the Atlantic Coast. 

M. Crumbs that fell from the intellect- 

(There has never been any scandal |ual feast were: 
in connection with the Co-Masonic 
Order. Men and women work  to- “So live that others may wish to 
gvther in the Eastern Star. Why/drink from the same fountain § in 
should it be more scandalous to work | order to be like us; 
together in Co-Masonry? Men “Let there be obliteration of self, 
decided to keep women out of Ma-|/sincerity of effort accurately meas- 
sonic Lodges in the days when they | ured; 


used to get drunk at their meetings. “Live Masonry, not alone in’ the 
Times have changed.—L. G.) Lodge room but in our dailv lives; 


= “Build up the inner powers; Grow 

Brief Report of the Regional Conven-|into the degrees, do not depend on 
tion held at “Krotona’’, Ojai, Cali- | being passed into them; perfect the 
fornia, January 18th, 1931. individual, then perfect the work.” 


A perfect day in a perfect vailey A man who has been twenty-one 
in beautiful California, and the} years a member of the Co-Masonic 
“setting” for our little play most|Order said in part, that he knew it 
ideal. Cars came from Los Angeles,|to be working one of the seven 
Long Beach, Hollywood, Glendale jrituals of the world that kept light 
and Ventura as well as from the nearby |for the human mind, that brought 
ranches and homes. Forty-five mem-|order out of chaos. It carries a 
bers, bringing greetings from twenty- | ritualistic symbol of what the inner 
odd organizations, were present. man should know to walk squarely 

At first there were happy reunions |for a man of breadth is as valuable 
in groups around the library grounds|as a man of depth. Let us have 
and even on the roof of the audi-|reverence for the wonderful work we 
torium; then we sat down at tables|do. Masonry does something for us 
spread in the open out-of-door court|that we cannot undo. We _ cannot 
where merriment and feasting pre-'resign our birthright into Masonry 
vailed_ set more than we can deny our birth 
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into a physical body; something TN ee 

been awakened that cannot be put to 

sleep—by means of a profound Rite 
an added power has been released. 
Betsey Jewett, 

Secretary. 





Bro. Roine writes: 

“We had a very interesting and 
successful convention at Krotona. 
There was much enthusiasm shown 
and a feeling of fellowship prevailed. 
Every one promised to do his best 
this year to make Co-Masonry a 
success. It was a very interesting 
coincidence that New York was 
having a convention at the same 
time. We exchanged telegrams and 
it made a wonderful connection from 
West to East. This should greatly 
encourage others.” 


The president of the Federation 
received the following messages: 
Ojai, January 18: 


Greetings and good wishes from 
regional convention of southern 
California Lodges. 

Chicago, Feb. 2: 

Heartiest greetings and best 

wishes from Chicago regional con- 


vention. Regret you could not be 
with us. Forty three members 
present. Bro. Vogel selected as 


Deputy.—lla Fain. 





Southern Illinois 

Ill. Bro. P. Castelli, G. S. W. 
the Federation sends the following 
report of his annual visit to our 
Southern Illinois Lodges: 

“T was well received in Royalton, 
Dec. 18, by our District Deputy Bro. 
Misuraca and her family. On the 
14th, in the morning, I attendcd the 


of 
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regional convention and in the after- 


noon a meeting of Lodge 520 and 
presided at the initiation of two 
candidates, receiving good support 


from the local officers. 

“On the 21st, I visited Lodge 384, 
Christopher, and I learned that the 
Lodge had lost all of its funds 
through the closing of the local bank. 
You ean imagine how these BB. felt. 

“On the 28th I attended a meeting 
of Chapter 46 at Centralia and found 
the work well done. 


“December 3list I attended a 
special meeting of Instruction of 
Lodge 356, Centralia, with satisfac- 


tory results. The Lodge asked me to 
return again later. The officers knew 
their parts well. 

“The 4th of January I visited 
Lodge No. 509, Benld, and was well 
received. The time was spent giving 
instructions. 

“On the 7th I visited the W. M. of 
Lodge 392, Springfield, and was well 
received. Sine to the fact that their 
meeting place had been destroyed 
and a new ore had not yet been 
secured, no meeting was held, but I 
was told that as soon as a suitable 
Lodge room was found the meetings 
would b2 resumed. 

“On the 11th I again visited our 
Centralia Lodge and installed the 
officers. 

“On the 18th I paid'a second visit 
to Lodge 584 and installed the 

officers. The District Denuty was 
present also. 

“On the 25th I attended a special 
Lodge of Instruction in Herrin. 

“On the first of February I visited 
our Lodge No. 336 at Blanford, Ind., 
and was well received. I was called 
upon to take the Chair for the initia- 
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tion of a candidate. In the after- 
noon another meeting was held and 
I again presided. An E. A. was 
passed. In the evening I attended 
a meeting of Chapter No. 43. A 
candidate was perfected. The Bian- 
ford BB. invited me to return again 
soon. 

“T want to thank the BB. every- 
where for their courteous hospitality 
and their help and cooperation dur- 
ing my visits.” 

These visits of Bro. Castelli have 
been made _ possible through his 
generosity in donating his time and 
incurring but very little expense on 
his trips. We appreciate very much 
the help he is giving to build up our 
Order. 

Our Blanford Lodge appreciated 
very much Bro. Castelli’s visit and 
mailed us $10 to help pay his 
expenses although they had also lost 
the Lodge’s money through the cios- 
ing of a bank. 


Council of Inter- 
national Co-Masonry, at its last 
meeting, in Paris, adopted the 
proposition of the Belgian Federation 
to hold the next International Con- 
vention in 1933. This convention 
will be held in September. The 
Order of Business and the day of 
meeting will be sent to the various 
Federations. 


The Supreme 





Sixty-six persons attended an open 
meeting under the auspices of Lodge 
540, Brooklyn, and heard a splendid 
address by V. Ill. Bro. Holbrook. 
Many <«uestions were asked and 
answered to the seeming satisfaction 
of all present. Lodge 540 is planning 
to follow with more meetings of this 


kind. 
WOMEN AND MASONRY 


An Address given at a Lodge af 
Remembrance held by Sepharial 
Lodge, No. 555, Sunday, November 
23, 1930. 


Arthur M. Coon, 3°. 
Sepharial Lodge, No. 555. 


Brothers and Friends: 

The history of the human race has 
been, to a great extent, the story of 
man, the masculine member of our 
species. Historians have bothered 
themselves almost exclusively in pro- 
claiming his achievements, recounting 
his conflicts, heralding his victories. 
It has been but rarely that women 
have been mentioned in the chronicles 
of human advancement, and yet in- 
stances are not wanting to show that 
the female of the species has played 
not only a part, but a very important 
part in the shaping of human affairs. 

Due essentially to the general 
attitude of condescension and _ pro- 
tection towards the “weaker sex”, her 
place in ages past has been a 
secondary one—a slave, a heiper, a 
coilpanion to man—seldom his equal, 
never his superior. Occasionally one 
has risen above this sub-human level 
and has reached heights which forced 
acknowledgment of her powers. We 
are so used to thinking of woman as 
a being by nature constituted and by 
divine mandate decreed to be man’s 
help-mate, the mother of his children 
and keeper of his home that we have 
come to look upon her as of little or 
no consequence in affairs outside her 
own household. That was the general 
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attitude toward women during the|{become unchangeable “landmarks?” 
“dark ages’ when men were slaves; Then know that when Egypt rose to 
to ignorance and superstition and/the splendor of her civilization, 
women were held as chattels, subject | women as well as men were admitted 
to the will and whim of her lord and|into her sacred mysteries. This fact 
master. is attested by images carved upon 

But those days have gone forever.|temple walls. And every deep 
Women have freed themselves from | student of Masonry today recognizes 
the limitations imposed upon them in| Masonic origins in the mystery 
the past and are taking | religion of ancient Egypt. Again, 
their places shoulder to| when we come to Greece, we find 
shoulder with men. In the business|there too that women took part in 
world, in the field of Science, in law;her mystery rituals. The school of 








and in medicine, and finally in states-| Pythagoras is particularly noted for 
manship she has earned the right to| producing women who were famed 
an equal footing with man. The|for their learning and culture. 
doors to these fields of labor open to We must admit, since women have 
her willingly and at the first knock-|taken a hand in its government, that 
ing, but only after persistent efforts |our world is a better place to live in. 
and heroic sacrifices. In the realms|Our schools and colleges, hospitals 
of art, literature, music, philosophy |and institutions of charity all bear 
and religion woman has risen’ to/tribute to her efforts. Can we then. 
heights equal, if not superior to that |deny that our lodges would be better 
attained by man. lodges if our wives, our mothers and 
And yet, when we come to Ma-|/our sisters could sit in their columns 
sonry, an organization which stands|and occupy their chairs. 
for brotherhood, equality, and liberty, Brothers, it was to break down 
we find the doors barred, and over|this last barrier to her sex, to open 
their portals the words, “Thou shalt;the door of the Temple of Lizht to 
not enter,’ Why draw the line in| women as well as to men, that Marie 
matters of spiritual culture and moral| Deraisme, together with her co- 
development? Why must our wives,! worker, Georges Martin, whose 
the companions of our successes and | pictures you see here upon the table, 
of our sorrows; our mothers who| instituted the Order of International 
bore us; our sisters who played, grew! Co-Masonry to the glory of Gcd and 
up and studied with us—why must|to the perfection of (not one-half, but 
they be classed with felons and|the whole of) humanity. They dared 
morons? Why must the door be|to face the ridicule of the world, to 
barred to their admittance into the|be ostracised from friends and from 
greatest organization in the world|society if need be, to re-open the 
for the development of every social| gates of the Temple of Light to the 
and moral virtue? women of the world. And it is to 
Do we lean upon precedents of the|honor these our beloved founders, 
past for our rulings? Are decisions|and to commemorate their passing 
once made by man in a past age to)into that Eternal Grand Lodge, that 
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we are met together here this after-| work. V. Il. Bro. Armour, on cutting 


noon. 
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 


Progress L. No. 548 
The Installation of Officers 
Progress L. No. 548, Or. of Chicago, 
on January 4th was an_ especially 
happy event this year. V. Illus. 
Bro. Armour performed the _ duties 


of Installing Officer with her usual | 


grace and precision. 


of: 


the cake, congratulated the Lodge 
and expressed the hope that it might 
continue to serve the Order for many 
vears to come. 

Ila Fain 32° 


THE SCIENCE OF MASONRY 


By E. Norman Pearson, 3° 
Sepharial Lodge, No. 555. 


One of the most obvious, and most 


A survey of the past year showed | interesting things which history has 


that the L. under the guidance of 
Ill. Bro. P. Spadoni has initiated five 
candidates, a record of which they 
may well be proud. The L. has 
developed a wonderfully fine cohesive 
spirit and the ceremonial work 
deserves the greatest praise. The 
newly installed R.W.M., Bro. John 
Lavarda, is very capable = and 
energetic and during his time in 
office there is every reason to believe 
that Progress Lodge will continue to 
grow in strength and in numbers. 
VY. Illus. Bro. Armour’ concluded 
her part of the ceremony with a short 
address on the value of the Lodge 
work to the community and as a 
means of developing better under- 
standing, on the part of citizens of 
this country, of the problems of the 
peoples of Europe. This was 
followed by remarks from various 
BB., and notably by an address by 
the newly installed Bro. Secretary. 
After the Lodge was closed in due 
form the visitors and members were 


invited to partake of the delicious 
refreshments provided for the 
occasion. A large cake with six 


candles bore witness to the fact that 
the Lodge has completed six years of 


- 


to relate is the fact that civilizations 
have arisen and civilizations have 
fallen—each one with a definite key- 
note, each one with a definite message 
and influence which it has left with 
the world. 

Rome taught us the lesson of law 
and order; the art of colonization. 
Greece left a message of beauty. 
Carthage of worldwide trading, 
Arabia of science. These civilizations 
have been studied by those of our 
age and much of value has’ been 
learnt from them. But, centuries 
ago, another great nation gave a 
marvelous contribution to mankind. 
It has been studied, but it has been 
little understood. Egypt—the land 
of the pyramids, of strange legends, 
the eternal home of the mysteries, 
the land truly typified by its most 
mysterious edifice, the Sphinx, re- 
mains, as yet, a riddle to the modern 
mind. 

We have understood little 
Egypt. We have disturbed a few 
Pharoes from their mortal resting 
place. We have plundered a_ few 
graves, in the name of science. But, 
toward a real understanding of this 
mysterious people, slight progress 


of 
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has been made. Yet it must be ob-(Egyptian was utterly different from 
vious that such a mighty nation must|that of the western world today. To 
have been developed and flourished|him, the mysteries of LIFE were the 


upon the fantastic imagery, 
some have supposed. 


which | real objects in life worthy of study. 


To quote this same writer —C. W. 


There is something fascinating in| Leadbeater— 


viewing a rock, or tree, 
structure, which has existed so long 
that it makes our own life seem but 
the fraction of a moment. So there 
is something fascinating in Masonry 
in the mere fact that, in it, we have 
preserved the thoughts and the efforts 
of people who have long passed from 
earth—a system which probably 
reached its height in the ancient land 
of Egypt itself. 

It is because of this fact that in 
order to understand Masonry we must 
approach it not only from the view- 
point of history, not only from the 
viewpoint of morality, but also from 


the viewpoint, so far as we can 
appreciate it, of the Egyptian, the 
viewpoint of the mystic and the 


occultist. 

One Masonic writer has pointed out 
that, in Egypt, Masonry was studied 
in four ways:— 

Le 
tect, ever creating the world, build- 
ing up His Plan. We should now 
eall this a symbolical representation 
of evolution. 


2. Symbolizing that same process 
within ourselves. The _ scientific 
building of character; the develop- 


ment of spirituality. 

3. As a preparation for deatn and 
for what follows it. The earnest 
Masonic student will find a depth of 
meaning open up to him as he studies 
his Masonry from this point of view. 

4. This is the most difficult to 
understand, for the mind of the 


or other |: 


NN eee 


Symbolizing the Great Archi- | 


“The religion which we know 
best at the present day is intense- 
ly individualistic; the great 
central object put before most 
Christians is that of saving their 
souls. That duty is represented 
to be of primary importance. Can 
you picture to yourselves a relig- 
ion in every way as earnest, as 
fervid, as real, from which that 
idea was entirely absent, to 
which it would have been utterly 
inconceivable? Can you think, 
as a beginning, of a condition of 
mind in which no one feared any- 
thing EXCEPT WRONG AND 
ITS POSSIBLE RESULTS IN 
DELAYING UNFOLDMENT, in 
which men looked forward with 
perfect certainty to their pro- 
gress after death, because they 
knew all about it, in which their 
ONE desire was not for salva- 
tion but for advancement in evo- 
lution because such advancement 
brought them greater power to 
do effectively the hidden work 
which God expected of them?” 

It is difficult for us to conceive of 
such a people. That is why we 
understand so little of this great 
nation. But if we glimpse only 
slightly something of this extraordin- 
ary, yet marvelously inspiring out- 
look upon life, we gain some insight 
into the reason for Egypt’s great- 
ness. And the greater understand- 
ing of life which modern science is 
giving us does present to us an op- 





THE AMERICAN CO-MASON 19 
portunity of gaining some meager {ways:— 
understanding. We are just learning 1. By refusing to exclude the 


some of the great truths known to 
EKeypt centuries ago—the powers of 
the mind, of thought transference, 
the reality of thought forms, ete. 
These people knew that of which 
“modern psychology” is a mere 
shadow. Yet the wider knowledge of 
our day is drawing attention of 
students to those things which only 
a short time ago were not considerei 
as’ worthy of consideration. Science 
has contacted something of the in- 
visible regions which surround us on 
all sides. In Ancient Egypt these 
were known and were understood. 

In the sacred lore of most of the 
countries of the world. there is 
mentioned another line of evolution 
from that of the human—the “shin- 
ing ones” the “devas”, “angels” or 
“lesser gods’. Egypt studied these, 
and learned that through ritual, 
human and angelic kingdoms could 
co-operate. And one of the astonish- 
ing things which comes out of a study 
of Masonry, as practised in Egypt, is 
the fact of this “other world” co- 
operation and the value to be gained 
from it. Egypt has been accused of 
polytheism. It is a misunderstand- 
ing. In Egypt we learn of Amen-Ra, 
the “One without a Second”; but we 
also learn of many lesser. gods. 
These are the devas of the Hindu, 
the angels of the Christian; and these, 
many of us are convinced, are in- 
voked in Masonic ritual and have an 
undoubted potency which may be 
proved by trial. 

Co-Masonry is just emerging be- 
fore the world, endeavoring to restore 
to the world the COMPLETE science 
of Masonry. It is doing this in four 


better of mankind from it! 

2. By trying to elevate Masonry 
from the surroundings which the 
masculine brothers have placed it in. 

3. By trying to demonstrate, 
through its teachings and ritual, God 
as the Architect of the Universe; 
man as the builder of his own destiny; 
death as a natural event in the course 
of life, and 

4. The science of the manipula- 
tion of spiritual forces through its 
ritual, handed down through the ages 
from the nation which gave as_ its 
message to the world the reality of 
the mysteries and the value of occult 
study. 

Masonry offers untold opportuni- 
ties to the earnest seeker; opportuni- 
ties for gaining knowledge and op- 
portunities for greater service. These 
opportunities will grow as more of 
its inner side is known, as our knowl- 
edge of its inner occult side increases. 
In the restoration of Masonry to the 
supreme position which it once held 
every brother can help. 


THE MEANING OF MASONRY 
AND ITS PRACTICAL VALUE 


Brethren in Masonry and Brothers: 

I use this term deliberately because 
we are brothers in the Human Family 
even tho of varying ages according to 
our opportunities and experiences. 
I have been asked to say something 
this afternoon on the meaning of 
Masonry. Masonry, I believe, means 
just what we want it to mean. It 
means all Truth as found in Beauty, 
Strength and Wisdom or not much 
more than a very pretty and interest- 
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ing ceremony. We will get out of{as well as in the Light. 


Masonry in proportion to what we put 
into it of time, energy and mental 
effort. As a man giveth so shall he 
receive. 

If we enter the organization to 
learn of its signs and _ secrets 
prompted by little more than _ idle 
curiosity (curiosity is valuable as an 
incentive for further investigation) 


we will be disappointed. If again our 
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They serve 
of grave 
of 


for recognition in times 
danger as well as on occasions 
profit or pleasure. 

In Masonic studies we will find 


definite rules for healthful living. 
When these rules are practical, one 


has more vitality, energy and 
efficiency. If we dig deeper there 
will be discovered directions of 


motive is solely to gain better social|how to contro! our emotions so that 


standing (and we will 
social standing because it is gener- 
ally known in the world that only a 
man or woman of good: repute is 
eligibe for consideration as a mem- 
ber) we may not find it worth while. 
Or if we feel that by entering its 
portals there will flow thru us as we 
sit passively in the columns some 
electrifying occult power generated 
in a properly opened Lodge) we will 
be disillusioned. But, if we knock at 
the Sacred Door of the Tempie im- 
bued with the earnest desire to gain 
more Light then that Light will be 
revealed to us. If further we are 
prompted by the sincere wish to learn 
those lessons which will help us to 
be better men and women so ar to 
be of greater service in our commun- 
ities, then indeed will we be more 
than repaid for our endeavors. 
Those signs and secrets of which [ 
have spoken do all have a real mean- 
ing. By virtue of them, the essential 
truths of Masonry have been 
preserved thru the ages. Thru means 
ot their use Masonry has_ escaped 
the many persecutions of its enemies 
as well as withstood all attempts at 
betrayal of its sacredness by false 
members. By these signs Brothers 
may know themselves in the Dark 


gain better | 





this energy will not be wasted or 
misused. Pursuing our search we 
learn how to improve our intellect. 
Masonry provides many avenues for 
this development in the various 
branches of Science, Philosophy, and 
Occultism. In its lectures all these 
things are explained and the student 
urged to continue his. studies. To 
those who have ears to hear and eyes 
to see further knowledge is given in 
regard to  character-building. The 
meaning is unfolded of all impartant 
virtues and the great value em- 
phasized of those three cardinal ones 
of Faith, Hope and Charity. It 
follows then that if we learn its 
many lessons and apply them in our 
living we will become more tolerant 
of our neighbor, more useful as a 
unit of our community and more 
satisfying to ourselves as a well 
integrated personality. 

There is yet another step. After 
earefully outlining to the Seeker 
“How to Live’, Masonry goes further 
and teaches him “How to Die”. It 
prepares him for this final stage of 
Life’s journey by instructing him to 
meet this supreme test with bravery 
and fortitude. 

Bro. Katherine Wright, 18° 
Pythagoras Lodge, No. 547. 


I. CONCERNING GOD ceased to be a Genter of Union. It is 

AND RELIGION. (ae to discard sectarianism and to re- 
turn to fundamental principles so as. 
to unite people who will otherwise re- 
main at a perpetual distance. 


A MASON is obliged, by his tenure, | 
to obey the moral Law; and if 
rightly understands the Art, he will | 
never be a stupid ATHEIST, nor an’ yay Go-Masonry ever remain free 
irreligious LIBERTINE. But though ¢,.5m disintegrating elements of re- 
in ancient times MASONS were jisious dogmatism and sectarianism 
charged in every Country to be of the |4. well as from the intolerance that 
Religion of that Country or Nation.) would condemn any member or 
whatever it was, yet it is thought practicing, in the profane world, a 
more expedient only to oblige them: to ‘religion of his choice. It will then be 
that Religion in which all Men agree, abje to retain its International char- 
leaving their particular opinions to Per: and to become -4 pawertal in- 
themselves; that is, to be good Men Per ee disseminating and 
and true, or Men of Honour and practicing the ideals of Universal — 
~ Honesty, by whatever Denominations | pyoterhood. 

‘or Persuasions they may be dis-|— een MESS st 
tinguished; whereby Masonry becomes | Wherever creeds and dogmas ure 
the Center of Union, and the means adopted, and members are obliged to 
of conciliating true Friendship among subscribe to them as the price of mem- 
‘Persons that must have remained at a|bership, individual Reason and 
perpetual distance.—From Anderson’s | Conscience are dethroned and Free- 
Yonstitution of 1723. . dom of Will is lost. Let us pray that 
—_——~ -|such state of affairs may never pre- 

To the extent that Masons, inj vail in the Co-Masonic Order. Every 
various countries, have departed from member must always feel free in his 
the above declaration, Masonry ‘has | search for more Light. 











The AMERICAN FEDERATION 
of HUMAN RIGHTS, Incorporated 
under the Federal Laws of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, holds a regular 
Charter from the Supreme Council of 
International Co-Masonry with head- 
quarters in Paris, France. 


_ The Supreme Council has juris-— 
diction over Co-Masonic Lodges in all 
parts of the World. 
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